FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

of the Luftwaffe, which had appeared in considerable force. He
also referred to the unexpected lack of resistance by the Jugo-Slav
Southern Army which was likely to prove a serious factor.

It was clear from now on that we were going to have difficulty
in hanging on to Greece in face of the overwhelming force of this
latest German enterprise. Once again I was struck by the
enormous advantage to the enemy of his interior lines of com-
munication, which in this particular case involved no sea
transport. He had already had so much experience in staging
such offensives on the grand scale, and he seemed to have solved
the problem of rapidly preparing airfields so that his short-range
aircraft were able to operate in support of his forward troops.

The capture of Massawa passed almost unnoticed in the general
distraction caused by events further north, even though in its final
stages it involved the destruction of four Italian destroyers and a
submarine by the Navy and R.A.F. combined.

On the gth April Wavell returned from a night out in the
desert near Sollum where his Lockheed had been forced to make
a belly-landing though fortunately without damage to passengers
or crew. Cunningham flew up from Alexandria for another long
conference on Libya and Greece; we were relieved to hear from
Wavell that every effort was to be made to hold Tobruk.

Next day, the loth, the Germans in their drive through Jugo-
slavia reached Monastir and Yannitsa after overwhelming the
Jugo-Slav Army and joining up with the Italians. The Greeks
were thus compelled to withdraw from the northern front of
Albania while our Armoured Brigade and an Australian Infantry
Brigade were ijioved westwards to close the Fiorina Gap which is
where the Greeks should already have been as originally arranged.
Our Blenheims continued to hammer away on the enemy M.T.
columns, but still they kept coming on.

In Iraq, Raschid Ali chose this particular moment to add to
our problems by his coup tfltat, removing the Regent and giving
high appointments to four generals who were known to be in
German pay and were usually referred to as the "Golden Four."
However, India was already in communication with the Chiefs-of-
Staff about sending a brigade to Basra forthwith, and Smart at
Habbaniyeh had his training aircraft converted for operations.
These together with some old Vincents could probably take care
of the Iraq Air Forces, though it was possible that the Germans
might fly over some M.E.nos if they could refuel in Syria. Two
or three did actually firet throncrli.
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